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Attn. Carol Arnold

Dear Sirs:

It is an honor for me to write this letter of recommendation regarding the sail training program
provided by the Los Angeles Maritime Institute for the YOWlgpeople of the greater los Angeles
area.

Having used the term " sail training" I would like to emphasize that this program is far more that
training young people to go to sea. This is about working with adolescents in an envirorunent
completely different to anything they have experienced up to now. This takes them from the
world of" Me" to the world of" Us ". Life on one of the two ships now operating is all about
self discipline. planning for a particular goat. whether it be a trip or an in port training evolution,
and the team work necessary to attain the goal. The ocean is there with them and its reaJity lends
a real life atmosphere to their experiences.

Specifically. there is a very necessary need to have three ships operational to provide the services
currently requested by schools and youth groups. The Swift ofIpswich is the third vessel that
wouldprovidethe neededadditionalsupponfor the programIt is . however. in need of repairs to
make it operational, and we would be most appreciative of any financial support that could be
forthcoming from the Coastal Conservancy to meet that need. - . -

My own background consists of time spent at sea. Nevertheless, I have forty one years of
experience as a math teacher, counselor. middle school and high school principal and I was the
Superintendent of the Los Angeles Unified School District from 1992 to 1997.Myprofessional
world has been about inner-city youngsters and I know the arena. This program is absolutely
tops.! have been working since retirement as an instructor at UCLA's Graduate School of
Education and can still see first hand the need for imponant programs such as this. It has my
unqualified support.
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To lhc CaJifomj:l, Coa:sbsl Conscr..'uncy:

hJf ti;rl $cou~ \0 ~:&i1"gaiT! or. the top6ai1 schooo.er SWIFT Of' IPSWICH would "c: b.,.lLt\d!

Yuur tlUPPort of Los I\ngele" Maritime Institute's rutonUion afme SWIf'T would ~ an invtstmcnt in m;sny
WttYN;In tl;11ntlof hmdcrsbip and ~ha1'o.Ct.eIdevelopment, envirOM'lental education. maritime historic
pn.~Tv..tioD. coastal awareucss and oce<lnliter.:u;y, among othe.r key benefits,

SWIFT lUllSn specift] place with Oirl Seoms, since Ol'er many year~ from the 1960's through thc 1980's,
,housaf\d~ ofteeMge (jirl SC(,ut<,leamed 1TQm~1Ii1'\~adventuT't4 on SWlFT, saHing out of Santa Bar'bara and
Ventura.

(iencr~ti()"s of Girl $cOLA\Sha,,~ pro\i~n that S W1.1-1ili of Ii ~ole and ~izc that girl& can handle together,
C:C;l'cl:illl1yJunior Girl SCO:.1llrl)Upaof fourth~i..ttJ gradc:rs, as we11as gIrls in middle-school flnd bigh schoolln
irC"l!JPIluronly II.dc.):.!.L'f)-fiftccn~)rJs with tJli"...irvolunteer leaders.

5incl; 2003, An..'Ck~Girl Scout CO~Jl1cllhas be~n partnering with LAM1ro get large enough gr~ups ,,[teenage:
,irl~ ~(Iaai\ LAM":! bc<A~fuJnew brigant1n~s.with sa.j]jng..~~cheduled,Tmo~~/e-rymonth. A fewgirls have
workCtl up to ~i111!:C{1J.aliflcddeckhands and en-: now iai1ing all VOhi:ntccrCt'cw with. miudle :!chool youth.
.iI,,oanJ SW1Fl', YOU1i~e1'girls w~uld be i)fft1'ed a ~~1al progr~!!~ion of opporturoties, im:1udmg dockside
,.htpbo:.1rd activities, harbor tonrs. dAY5ails, a.nd a new dod(,)Sld~ovtmight program b!ing developed (by a. team
liJd by a Gtrl Scout w(Jr\cil'ig mW'trd htr GS (jold AW:.Ifd!)

\v..: Ijw'< fbfW\3l'dto' drawing from (')ver 100.00(1 G1r1Scouts ttom. all ovc:t C4!.lifomia. many of whom ha.ve
never geerJ the ocean! A Te$tor~d SWLF1' w~!Jbe a pe...fecr setting f(')fcmying on. b'!d,tion or fulfilling our
Tlc;wly~t.'lted mis5Jon "Girl $cC'\uIi1'1i:tluilJI,; gl:!s of courage, C'ofJtldence and character, who m~ the world u
bcll.t:r place.>.

FQf the California COl5tal CI,)J.tttn1~iQIlto SUppOJithe "MTorstion of the SW IFf 01" lPSWrClI '\\'Ould, indeed,
'l'.1:lR,kcthe world :abeuer place!'

Felr Winds.

fI~"1 ff'1:-d, ~~
Nan;:y t-I. Richardson

:--rirJSCjJu.~Marinervohl:)te~ Iceder (47 years)

Mari.,e F..d.lICiiti(.'nProgrnm Speciali!lt; GSUSA 5ti1ff(retjred)

Joan W. f.lncUltc
1)il'Cct~rof' ?ro~1'T\"
Angck'6 Girl Scout CounciJ




